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XN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 3 and 4 as follows: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled 

3. (Currently Amended) A procesB for making a sealing 
device having a sealing lip with a f rustoconical air-side surface 
and a frustoconic^l oil -side surface an d, the sealincr lip having a 
harder helical portion on said air- side surface^ an^ a hardness of 
said harder helical portion being harder than a hardness of a 
remainder of said sealing lip, said process comprising the steps 
of: 

px-eparing a pealing device having a rigid annular casing, 
a molded elaetomeric member bonded to said casing and a sealing lip 
defined by a ainale material and including a f rustoconical air-side 
surface and a f rustoconical oil -side surface; 

radiating selected interdispersed portions of said 
f rustoconical air-side surface with a ray of radiation to form said 
harder helical portion on, only said frustoconical air- side surface 
by inducing cross-linking and avoiding decomposition of said 
f rustoconical air-side surface; and 
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s^id frustoconical air-side surface being formed into 
concave shaped groovea and convex shaped ribs when the sealing 
device is in use with relative rotative movement between the 
sealing lip and a shaft, said convex shaped ribs hi i iving s^ilj 
h*rdnefiR> --ot being said harder helical portion and said concave 
shaped groovesr of said f rustQ_GQnical air-side surface having 
the hardness of the remainder of the sealing lip with each of said 
concave shaped grooves being located between adjacent ones of said 
convex shaped ribs^ and said frustoconical air side surface being 
snugly fit against an outer periphery of the shaft when there is no 
relative rotative movement between the sealing lip and the shaft. 

4. (Currently Amended) The process for making a sealing 
device according to Claim 3, further comprising placing a mask on 
said frustoconical air-side surface before radiating, said mask 
having a helical slit through which an electromagnetic wave of said 
radiation passes onto said selected interdigpersed por-tions of said 
frustoconical air-side surface to make said harder helical portion 
on said frustoconical air- side surface . 

Claims 5-11 (Cancelled) 
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